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Home Fire Safety 
Programs
Resources and supports provided to community, health and housing workers 
to assist their clients or tenants who are at an increased risk of house fires.

Remember: only working 

smoke alarms save lives!

The Tasmania 

Fire Service 

recommends:

You are more likely to die in a house fire without a working smoke alarm, 

especially when sleeping. When you’re asleep, you lose your sense of smell. 

A working smoke alarm provides you with early warning of a fire and gives 

you time to escape safely.

Installing a photoelectric smoke 

alarm in all sleeping areas, living 

areas, hallways, and above 

stairways in multi-story homes.

Installing photoelectric lithium 

smoke alarms with a 10 year-

long-life battery.

Smoke alarms be interconnected 

so that if any alarm activates,  

all smoke alarms will sound.

Using the latest technology 

when selecting new smoke 

alarms, such as smoke alarms 

that shout “Fire, Fire!” to better 

alert children.

Consider carbon monoxide 

alarms for rooms that have gas 

appliances and/or wood heaters.

Ensure you purchase 

an alarm that meets 

Australian Standards.

Smoke alarms

To test, press the test 

button on the smoke 

alarm every month, and 

wait for the ‘beep, beep, 

beep’. If it does beep, 

this means your smoke 

alarm is still working.
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Hot tips
If you have a smoke 

alarm with a 9-volt 

battery, replace the 

battery every year.

Smoke alarms can 

collect dust! Make sure 

you dust around the 

cover of smoke alarms 

regularly.

If your smoke alarm 

emits a single, 

occasional beep, the 

battery needs to be 

changed or the smoke 

alarm may be faulty and 

must be replaced, or it 

may require cleaning, 

use a vacuum with a 

soft brush to clean your 

smoke alarm.

Placing 
smoke alarms

Single storey plan

Multi-level plan

Required by Law: A smoke alarm in all hallways. 

A smoke alarm at the top of all stairways.

TFS recommends: All locations shown in the 

surrounding plans.

TFS recommends: Carbon Monoxide alarms for 

gas applicances.

Hallway
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Heating
Heaters are a major 

cause of fires, especially 
during winter.•  Never leave clothes near the

heater if leaving the house or 

going to bed.•  Check clothing regularly if

drying near a heater.
•  Don’t sit too close to the

heater.•  Clean and maintain chimneys

and heater flues annually.

•  Maintain heaters according

to the manufacturer’s
instructions.•  Don’t leave your heater door

open or remove screens on

open fires.•  Supervise children near

heaters and open fires.

•  Always place ashes in a metal

container. Dispose of ashes

well clear of your home and

pour water over them.Hot tips
Ensure home heating, including 

flues and chimneys, are 

regularly cleaned and serviced 

by a certified technician.
Extinguish open fires before 

leaving home or going to sleep.

Remember: 2 metres from the heater!

Don’t place clothing or any flammable material too close to 

heaters – it should be at least two metres from any source 

of heat. Use fire screens at all times with open fires.

Be careful with the disposal 

of ashes from the hearth 

or wood heater. Ashes can 

take up to 5 days to cool. 

22
01
92

Never use an outdoor 

heater indoors.

2 metres minimum

For more information about programs, resources and supports provided to assist clients and/or tenants with 
their fire risks contact: the Coordinator Home Fire Risk Mitigation 1800 000 699 or community@fire.tas.gov.au

Fire safe at home
Refer your client for a home fire safety 
check to identify fire hazards and what you 
can do to help improve safety in their home

REFER NOW

Fire safety training
Free risk assessment and 
fire training for aged care, 
disability, community, 
health services and social 
housing sector workers

REGISTER NOW

Fire safety publications
Ordering of fire safety publications

ORDER NOW

Person-Centered Fire 
Risk Assessment Form
Evaluate a person’s 
characteristics and behaviours 
that may pose fire risks that 
impact their capacity to 
evacuate and understand 
personal safety

ASSESS NOW

Residential Hazard Notification System
A discreet electronic alert of hazard/s at an address  
to increase firefighter and community safety

NOTIFY NOW
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http://fire.tas.gov.au
http://fire.tas.gov.au
https://www.fire.tas.gov.au/FireSafeatHome
mailto:community%40fire.tas.gov.au?subject=
https://www.tfseducation.com.au/online-ordering
https://www.tfseducation.com.au/publications/home-fire-safety-hfs
https://www.fire.tas.gov.au/Show?pageId=colResidentialHazard

